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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 
 

YEAR 11                            ENGLISH LANGUAGE                         TIME: 2 hours  
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 

Oral 

Assessment 

Listening Written Paper TOTAL 

    

 
  
A.    Read the following and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb 

in brackets.  The first one (0) has been done for you.      
 

Thanks to Italy’s rich history, if you dig a little you (0) are (be) sure to find something 

special—even in unexpected places. Last year in Verona, while builders 

(1)_____________________ (excavate) a site to build a block of apartments, they 

uncovered a mosaic floor still in perfect condition and dating back to the 1st century. 

Since then, archaeologists (2)______________________ (examine) the site. 

According to local sources, this find did not come as a great surprise as the area 

(3)______________________ (know) to sit on top of Roman artefacts. In fact, some 

mosaics on display in a city museum (4)______________________ (find) nearby in 

the 1960s, but till last October archaeologists (5)_____________________ (not 

discovered) any remarkable treasures in the area.  One of the archaeologists, Marco 

Conti said, “If the mosaic (6)______________________ (destroy) during the 

excavation, we (7)______________________ (lose) an important part of our 

heritage.” Now, city officials (8)______________________ (negotiate) with the 

landowners (9)________________________ (make) the site available to the public. 

Marco Conti said, “In the next few months we (10)______________________ (work) 

hard to reveal the rest of the floor.” Here’s hoping that, once the mosaic floor is 

completely uncovered, it can be added to the list of ancient Roman treasures that the 

public can view while in Verona. 

     5 marks  

 

Track 3 



Page 2 of 8                                                                                                                     English – Year 11 – Track 3 – 2021               

B.   Fill in the blanks with a word formed from those in brackets.  The first one 

(0) has been done for you. 
 

Man has always been fascinated by the (0) movement (move) of the stars and 

planets. Venus is the brightest (1)__________________ (nature) object in the night 

sky, only outshone by the Moon. As a result, it has been a major 

(2)__________________ (inspire) for writers and poets, and is often referred to as 

‘the morning star’ or ‘evening star’ since it is only visible before sunrise or after sunset. 

Very little was known about the planet until the second half of the 20th century when 

Venus’s secrets began to be (3)__________________ (lock) with the help of radio 

telescopes and space probes. As (4)__________________ (science) learnt more 

about the planet, they discovered that Venus is very different from Earth and has a 

hostile and extreme environment. The atmosphere is so dense, consisting of more than 

96% carbon dioxide, that the atmospheric (5)__________________ (press) on Venus 

is 90 times greater than that on Earth. Venus was named after the 

(6)__________________ (Rome) goddess of love, Venus, who has long been 

associated with (7)__________________ (feminine) and beauty. The goddess was 

believed to be an extremely (8)__________________ (attract) and 

(9)__________________ (grace) woman. (10)__________________ (fortune), the 

planet has turned out to be very different from the goddess.  

          5 marks  

 

 
C.   Fill in the blanks with ONE word.  The first one (0) has been done for you.     
 

The Coronavirus pandemic has adversely (0) affected the entire world. Not only has it 

taken a (1) _________________ on the lives of people but it has also led to huge 

losses by various sectors including the entertainment 

(2)_________________.  Numerous events had to be postponed or 

(3)_________________ around the world. (4)_________________ them was the 

Golden Globes 2021 which was allotted a new date by the Hollywood Foreign Press 

Association. The prestigious awards show, which is (5)_________________ held in 

January, was postponed to February 28 as announced during a press release made 

(6)_________________ the renowned association.  The names of the hosts, Amy 

Poehler and Tina Fey, were also confirmed in (7)_________________ press release.  

They were first revealed in the (8)_________________ version that was held last year. 

The two stars have also (9)_________________ other past versions of the event. The 
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press association have already released the guidelines, eligibility and nominations 

(10)_________________  next year’s awards.  

  

     5 marks  

 

D.   Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first 
one. The first one (0) has been done for you.  

 

0. Ana didn’t realise the cat wasn’t home until it was past dinner.  

 Only after dinner did Ana realise the cat wasn’t home. 
  

1.  “Have you seen the cat today?” Ana asked her husband. 

 

 Ana asked her husband _____________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  “Why don’t you ask our neighbours if they’ve seen it?” he said.  

 

 He suggested _____________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

  

3. As soon as Ana heard that, she dashed to her neighbour’s door. 

 

 No sooner ________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. The neighbour informed Ana that he had fed the cat. 

 

Ana _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. The cat had been eating all day and now could barely walk. 

 

 Not only _________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

     5 marks  
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E.   COMPREHENSION 

 
Read the passage, which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the following 

questions.  
 

1.   Tick ( ) the most suitable title for the passage.                             1 mark [       ]                                                                                                                                                                 
       

 i)    Wildlife in Antarctica  

   ii)   Antarctica after the Pandemic 

 iii)  Crowds at the End of the World 

 iv)    Cruises in Antarctica 

 

2.   What was the aim of the 10-month expedition in Antarctica?           1 mark [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.   “Temperatures on King George’s Island have risen by about 3˚C in the past 70 
years”. (lines 11 – 12) What evidence does the passage provide of this rise in 

temperature on King George’s Island?                                          1 mark [       ] 
 

i. ____________________________________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________________________________ 

                       
4.    According to the passage, what consequences will the world experience as a result 

of global warming?                                                                      1 mark [       ] 
  

i. ____________________________________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________________________________ 

 
5.   “As scientists scramble to calculate how long that will take, and politicians dither 

in their response to the crisis, the tourist industry has spotted an opportunity, 
offering clients the last chance to see the Antarctic before the continent as we 

know it disappears.” (lines 16 – 19)  
       In your own words, explain how scientists, politicians and the tourist industry have 

reacted to the global warming crisis.                                         1½ marks [       ] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Scientists: 

 

  

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

Politicians: _______________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

The tourist 

industry: 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________ 
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6. Explain how the writer brings out the difference between Antarctica in the past and 

Antarctica as it is today.                                                               1 mark [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Mention two actions tour operators take to create the impression that the tourists 

are in a wilderness far from human activity.                                   1 mark [       ]  
 

i. ____________________________________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Mention three measures that are taken to protect Antarctica’s wildlife. 

                                                                                                    1½ marks [       ]  
 

i. ____________________________________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________________________________ 

iii. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Explain the ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ the writer mentions in line 60.   
                                                                                              2 marks [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

     
10.  Explain why the writer describes the bay as “smooth as polished chrome”                   

(line 64). Pay particular attention to the underlined words.           2 marks [       ] 
        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
11. The writer mentions the words of a song he heard on the last night of his stay in 

Paradise Harbour. In what way are the words ironic?                   2 marks [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

               

12.  State whether the following are True (T) or False (F). Give a reason to prove 
whether each statement is True or False.                                    4 marks [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

a)   The narrator travelled to the Antarctic in its coldest season.  

______ because ___________________________________________________ 

       _________________________________________________________________ 
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b)   More than 70% of the world’s fresh water is found in Antarctica.  

______ because___________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________________ 
 

c)   There are less different species to be found in all of Antarctica than there are 
in a typical garden.  

 

______ because___________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

d)   Antarctica is as big as the United States.   

______ because___________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

13.   What do the words / phrases below refer to in the passage?        2 marks [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

a)   the Arctic Sunrise (line 2): _________________________________ 

b)    big lump of steel (line 43 – 44):  _________________________________ 

c)   the illusion of solitude (line 46):   _________________________________ 

d)    Astrid Zafiro (line 51): _________________________________ 

 

14.  Between lines 20 and 56, find a word or phrase which means:      2 marks [       ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

a)  calm: ____________________________________________ 

b)  compensates: ____________________________________________ 

c)  surpass: ____________________________________________ 

d)  sadly: ____________________________________________ 

 

15.  Summary. Write a paragraph of between 50 – 60 words describing what makes a 
cruise to Antarctica attractive.                                                    7 marks [      ] 

 

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                            (number of words = ____ )     

          30 marks  
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F.    COMPOSITION 

       Write a composition of between 300 and 350 words about ONE of the 
following.  

 

       Do NOT write less than 300 words or more than 350 words. 

1. You are taking part in an international writing competition. Write a short 

story that ends with the following words: “… and that wiped the smile off her 

face.” 

 

2. You are a member of the School Student Council and you have been asked 

to write an article for the school magazine in which you suggest how the 

school’s environment could improve students’ health and wellbeing.  

 

3. You are Jo Falzon (jo.falzon@tmail.com) and you have learnt that a public 

garden in your town is threatened with closure to make way for a car park. 

Write an email to Ms Kelly Schembri (editor@thechronicle.com.mt), the 

editor of your local newspaper, in which you argue that the garden should be 

preserved. 

 

  

From:  

To:  

Subject:  

 

 
Composition title number:_________                                                                                
 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

mailto:jo.falzon@tmail.com
mailto:editor@thechronicle.com.mt
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____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

          30 marks  

 


